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UP! FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
PRESENTS EVENING OF OPERA
MISSOULA—
'An Evening of Opera," sponsored by the University of Montana Department of Fine Arts 
Saturday (July 17) will include two comic operas, "The Telephone" and "Gianni Schicci."
The operas, both sung in English, will be presented at 8:15 p.m. in the Music Recital 
Hall on the UM campus. The public is invited without charge.
Joanna Lester Sievers, a 1963 graduate of UM who was Miss Montana of 1961 and who 
now lives in Washington, D.C., will portray the leading female role in "Gianni Schicci," 
by Giacomo Puccini.
Mrs. Sievers is daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John L. Lester. Lester is acting dean of 
the UM fine arts department and is director of staging for the two operas. Mrs. Sievers 
also is assisting in staging.
George D. Lewis, an associate professor of music at UM, is musical director for the 
performances.
Linus J. Carleton Jr. is in charge of scenery.
"The Telephone," by Gian-Carlo Menotti, includes a cast of two— Julie Stewart and 
Clifton Lewis, both from Missoula. Accompanist for the opera is Freddi Marie Tbsen, also 
from Missoula.
The short opera tells of the problems of a young man who is trying to propose marriage 
to a girl who refuses to end a phone conversation.
"Gianni Schicci," an opera about 50 minutes long, portrays the actions of a group of 
relatives who have not been included in a will. The relatives hire a rogue to re-enact 
the testimony and death of the dead man, but the rogue turns the tables and leaves all 
the money to himself.
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The cast of characters in "Gianni Schicci" includes Gene Alex, Hingham; Gloria Phillip, 
Colin Etherington, Margaret May, Robert Narum and Silver Chord, all from Missoula; Rick 
Hartwig and Alan Hansen, Havre; Tom Larson and his son, Eric, Laurel; Gary Funk, Gresham, 
Ore.; Teddie Richardson, Thermopolis, Wyo.; Dennis Giles, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Roger Thomp­
son, Pittsburg, Calif.; and Mrs. Sievers.
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